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audience and the performers to the fact, that, in his
judgment, the bridge was unsafe! This English
stolidity contrasts with French wit and tact. The
French, it is commonly said, have greatly more influ-
ence in Europe than the English. What influence
the English have is hy brute force of wealth and
power; that of the French by affinity and talent.
The Italian is subtle, the Spaniard treacherous;
tortures, it was said, could never wrest from an
Egyptian the confession of a secret. None of these
traits belong to the Englishman. His choler and
conceit force everything out. Defoe, who knew his
countrymen well, says of them,

*' In close intrigue, their faculty's but weak,
For generally whate'er tliey know, they speak,
And often their own counsels undermine
By mere infirmity without design ;
From whence, the learned say, it doth proceed,
That English treasons never can succeed;
For they're so open-hearted, you may know
Their own most secret thoughts, and others' too,31